[Employing tyrosine kinase inhibitors in the first line treatment of EGFR-positive metastatic NSCLC - state of the art and recent developments].
In this review article we present an overview of recent developments in EGFR TKIs in lung cancer therapy. Besides the approved drugs erlotinib and gefitinib, clinical data on second-generation irreversible TKIs including afatinib, dacomitinib, neratinib, pelitinib, and canertinib are mentioned; these drugs not only inactivate EGFR but show a broader range of activity. We also report on NSCLC data of TKI that are known and approved in other indications, such as lapatinib and vandetanib. We stress the importance of quality of life in the treatment of patients with TKIs, an important aspect of the treatment that should also be considered in the selection of the appropriate NSCLC therapy in advanced stages.